FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Fresh Produce Industry Supports Targeted Carbon Tax Relief for Greenhouse Growers
OTTAWA, October 25, 2018
On behalf of fruit and vegetable growers across the country, the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC)
and the Canadian Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) thank the federal government for providing
carbon pricing relief for farmers. By recognizing the unique nature of farming, the government has taken
additional steps to ensure that Canadian farmers can continue to grow fresh, affordable fruits and
vegetables throughout the year, while remaining competitive in a global marketplace.
Targeted relief for commercial greenhouse growers announced under the Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Pricing Act (GGPPA) will see partial relief on the carbon tax applied to the natural gas and propane that
is used to grow plants in a greenhouse. The targeted relief helps to level the playing field for Canadian
greenhouse growers domestically, while at the same time keeping food affordable for Canadians. CHC
and CPMA are particularly pleased that the government’s proposal includes upfront relief, through
exemption certificates.
CHC and CPMA will continue to evaluate how this announcement impacts farmers’ competitiveness in
the global marketplace and the impact of carbon price increases over time. Additional concerns remain
regarding the lack of relief for agricultural heating and cooling equipment. Canadian fruit and vegetable
farmers, like other agricultural sectors, rely on heating and cooling to grow their crops and ensure that
the harvested perishable products stay fresh, meet market requirements, and reduce food waste. Both
organizations look forward to continued collaboration with Ministers MacAulay, McKenna and Morneau
on this important issue.
-30Quotes:
“We are pleased that yesterday’s announcement supports a competitive greenhouse industry in Canada.
I’ve seen first hand the results that this kind of protection has afforded growers in British Columbia. I
have worked closely with the British Columbia government to develop a carbon pricing relief program
that supports this province’s greenhouse farmers. Today I am pleased to see the federal government
take steps to ensure our producers across Canada can continue to grow healthy fruits and vegetables in
Canada for Canadians.” - Linda Delli Santi, Chair, Greenhouse Vegetable Committee, Canadian
Horticultural Council
“CHC has been long advocating for relief for greenhouse farmers. This federal announcement is a big
step towards a more predictable and stable business investment climate and reduce administrative
burden. We look forward to seeing how the exemption certificates will be rolled out.” – Rebecca Lee,
Executive Director, Canadian Horticultural Council

”We would like to thank the government for working collaboratively with us on ensuring relief for
greenhouse growers. While more work remains to be done, we look forward to future engagement with
the government on the carbon pricing scheme and our industry’s competitiveness.” – Ron Lemaire,
President, Canadian Produce Marketing Association

ABOUT CHC
Canadian greenhouse vegetable growers use innovative technologies to ensure local, healthy, fresh
vegetables are available nearly year-round. Our growers are committed to ensuring high quality, safe
and environmentally sustainable food for Canadians and abroad. The greenhouse vegetable sector
contributed more than $1.4 billion in farm cash receipts to the Canadian economy and exports totalling
more than $964 million in 2017.
The Canadian Horticultural Council is an Ottawa-based voluntary, not-for-profit, national association
that represents fruit and vegetable growers across Canada involved in the production of over 120
different types of crops, with farm cash receipts of $5.4 billion in 2017. Since 1922, CHC has advocated
on important issues that impact Canada’s horticultural sector, promoting healthy, safe and sustainable
food, and ensuring the continued success and growth of our industry.
ABOUT CPMA
Based in Ottawa, Ontario, CPMA is a not-for-profit organization that represents a diverse membership
made of up of every segment of the produce industry supply chain who are responsible for 90% of the
fresh fruit and vegetable sales in Canada. CPMA is fortunate to represent a sector that is both a
significant economic driver for communities and that also improves the health and productivity of
Canadians.
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