
 

 
 
North American produce industry urges U.S., Canada and Mexico leaders to 
resolve tariff disputes and safeguard fresh food access 
 
July 24, 2025 (Ottawa, ON) – The Canadian Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) and the International 
Fresh Produce Association (IFPA), joined by more than a dozen other representatives of the North 
American fresh fruit and vegetable sector, are urging the leaders of the United States, Mexico, and 
Canada to swiftly resolve ongoing tariff disputes that threaten the affordability, accessibility, and stability 
of fresh produce supplies across the continent. 
 
In a joint letter addressed to U.S. President Donald Trump, Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum, and 
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, the groups stressed the interdependence of the North American 
produce supply chain and the severe consequences tariffs impose on growers, exporters, retailers, and 
consumers. 
 
“The fresh produce supply chain is one of the most deeply integrated in the world, with cross-border 
trade between our nations ensuring year-round access to healthy fruits and vegetables,” said IFPA CEO 
Cathy Burns. “Consistent access to safe, nutritious produce is essential to addressing chronic health 
challenges. Tariffs on these vital goods disrupt that balance—driving up grocery costs, reducing 
availability, and placing significant strain on the businesses that grow, ship, and deliver our food.”  
 
“The stability of the North American fresh produce market is paramount. Canada's industry is 
inextricably linked with our trading partners; any disruption directly impacts our growers, supply chains, 
and ultimately, consumer access and affordability," stated Ron Lemaire, President of the Canadian 
Produce Marketing Association. "We stand with our domestic and global colleagues in demanding that 
leaders prioritize swift and collaborative resolution to safeguard the continental supply of fresh 
produce.” 
 
In 2024 alone, Canada imported nearly $5.5 billion in fresh produce from the United States and $3 billion 
from Mexico. Meanwhile, the United States imported over 24 billion pounds of fresh produce from 
Mexico—valued at $19.6 billion—and exported more than $1.7 billion into Mexico. These figures 
illustrate the tight-knit and mutually beneficial trade relationships that have long supported regional 
food security and public health. 
 
While the associations acknowledge each country’s right to address unfair trade practices, they caution 
that tariffs on perishable goods cause immediate and disproportionate harm to the supply chain. The 
organizations are urging leaders to pursue a collaborative, long-term trade agreement that brings 
stability and predictability to the marketplace.  
 
“Our organizations remain committed to supporting fair and open trade,” said Burns and Lemaire. “We 
stand ready to work with all three governments to reach a solution that protects consumers, ensures 
food security, and strengthens the agricultural economies of North America.” 
 
Read the joint letter and list of signatory associations 
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https://cpma.ca/docs/default-source/government-relations/2025/joint-letter-from-north-american-fresh-produce-associations-on-the-importance-of-free-trade-july-24-2025.pdf


 

 
 
 
About the Canadian Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) 
Based in Ottawa, Ontario, CPMA is a not-for-profit organization that represents a diverse membership 
made up of every segment of the produce industry supply chain who are responsible for 90% of the 
fresh fruit and vegetable sales in Canada. CPMA is fortunate to represent a sector that is both a 
significant economic driver for communities and that also improves the health and productivity of 
Canadians. 
 
About the International Fresh Produce Association (IFPA) 
IFPA is the largest and most diverse international association serving the entire fresh produce and floral 
supply chain and the only to seamlessly integrate world-facing advocacy and industry-facing support. We 
exist to bring the industry together to create a vibrant future for all. We grow our members’ prosperity 
by conducting advocacy, connecting people and ideas; and offering guidance that allows us all to take 
action with purpose and confidence. IFPA represents member companies from small family businesses to 
the largest international corporations throughout the global fresh fruit and vegetable supply chain, 
including growers, shippers, fresh-cut processors, wholesalers, distributors, retailers, foodservice 
operators, industry suppliers and allied associations. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Shannon Sommerauer  
Senior Director, Government Relations and Industry Technology  
Canadian Produce Marketing Association  
Email : ssommerauer@cpma.ca 
Phone : (+1) 613-884-3567  
 
Sarah Gonzalez 
Director of Communications and Public Affairs 
International Fresh Produce Association 
Email: sgonzalez@freshproduce.com 
Phone: (+1) 202-303-3411 
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